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December  Devotion- 

What’s in a Name? 

   Do you like your name? 
Some people like their 
names, both first and last 
names; they may even be 
proud of their family back-
ground and an illustrious an-
cestor or two. Other people 
do not like their names, and 
some may even go so far as 
to have their names legally 
changed, perhaps in an effort 
to disassociate themselves 
from their ancestry. Children 
may sometimes wish they 
had a different name, like the 
name of an actor or athlete 
they admire.  

In older times, 
names, and especially last 
names, helped identify the 
people of a town or village.  
“Smith” was the local black-
smith or metal worker. 
Names like “Anderson” or 
“Nelson” described family 
descent. There are names we 
associate with the worst 
kinds of evil, names like Hit-
ler and Stalin. The names of 
Benedict Arnold and Judas 
are synonyms for “traitor.” 
But there are good names 
and identities too, names we 
associate with great achieve-
ments and excellent charac-
ter, names like Mother Tere-
sa, Rosa Parks, Jonas Salk 
and, in our own church tradi-
tion, Martin Luther! 

But there is still an-
other name, the name of the 
child whose birth we will 
soon celebrate, the Holy 
Child of Bethlehem. His is 
the “name that is above every 

name.” It was time to fulfill what 
God had promised centuries be-
fore, a promise announced 
through the prophet Isaiah. The 
day was coming when the 
watchmen guarding Israel would 
sing for joy because they were 
finally going to see the Lord God 
himself “eye to eye,” face to 
face. God was coming to Isra-
el—in person. His arrival—his 
Advent—was announced by the 
angel Gabriel to a virgin named 
Mary, who lived in Nazareth. 
Mary would have a son, but a 
son with no earthly father. The 
Holy Child, conceived in Mary’s 
womb by the Holy Spirit, would 
be the Son of God, God himself 
in human flesh. He would be a 
descendant of King David’s roy-
al family line, and he would 
reign from David’s throne. His 
kingdom would never end. What 
was his name to be? 

Long ago, God had re-
vealed his name to Moses. He 
was “I AM.” But what would be 
the human name for God him-
self? What should Mary name 
her little son, her royal son, the 
Son of God? Mary and Joseph 
did not have to choose a name 
for Mary’s son. God gave them 
the name for his  Son-the won-
derful name of Jesus! The angel 
revealed to Joseph the reason for 
the name. This child “will save 
his people from their 
sins” (Matthew 1:21).  
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Join us for mid-
week Advent worship as 
we celebrate the wonder-
ful name of Jesus, “the 
name that is above every 
name” (Philippians 2:9). 
It is the name we love, the 
name by which we are 
saved. We will celebrate 
the wonderful name of 
Jesus as well as other 
names and titles by which 
we worship the Child of 
Bethlehem, our Savior: 
Lamb, Shepherd, Em-
manuel, Son and Word. 



12/1 Isaiah 2:1-5, Psalm 121, Mat-

thew 24:36-44 

12/8 Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72:1-7, 

18-19,  Matthew 3:1-12 

12/15 Isaiah 35:1-10, Luke 1:46-55, 

Matthew 11:2-11 

12/22 Isaiah 7:10-16, Psalm 80:1-7, 

17-19, Matthew 1:18-25 

CHRISTMAS EVE-Isaiah 9:2-7, 

Psalm 96, Luke 2:1-20  

12/29 Isaiah 63:7-9, Psalm 148, 

Matthew 2:13-23 

 

the New Years of the Church, lets 
resolve to being open to the Holy 
Spirit leading us each day in new 
ways to grow our faith and continue 
growing our church.   

 Resolve to let the Word of 
God infiltrate your mind and heart 
and change you to be more like Him 
as we begin this wonderful new year 
of worship and life together – IN 
HIM!   

                 Pastor Michael 

Happy New Year!!    

 Soooo,  you’re thinking, wow, 
after all the fuss Pastor makes about not 
skipping Advent to get to Christmas, 
he’s leap frogged all the way to New 
Years!   Nope, Sunday December 1 is 
not only our first Sunday in Advent, its 
also the first Sunday of our new Church 
Year.  So maybe we can save our usual 
“lose 20 lbs” or “get a new job” New 
Years resolutions for January 1 and for 

December Scriptures    Prayer Requests 

From Pastor Michael 
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is the Lamb of God, the perfect, 
innocent Lamb who was sacri-
ficed on the cross. His death and 
resurrection set us free from our 
slavery to sin and death. Jesus, 
the Lamb God is also our Shep-
herd. We will praise our Good 
Shepherd, who had the authority 
to lay down his life to save his 
sheep and to take up his life again. 

12/18-We will reflect on the name 
that describes just who Jesus is—
Emmanuel, God with us. God him-
self took on human flesh, being 
born among us as one of us, for the 
sake of our salvation. 

ADVENT-A time of preparation, 
waiting, getting ready for the arrival 
of something important 

Join us for mid week Advent wor-
ship as we celebrate the wonderful 
name of Jesus, “the name that is 
above every name”  (Philippians 
2:9). It is the name we love, the 
name by which we are saved. 

12/4-We will praise the name of 
Jesus our Savior as we prepare dur-
ing this Advent season to celebrate 
his birth and anticipate his return on 
the Last Day. Come, Lord Jesus! 

12/11-We will remember that Jesus 

Call His Name “Jesus”   Mid-week Advent Devotions 

For continuing comfort and healing 

Carolyn Krick, Lelanie Exbom, Donna 

Kowalske, Pat Bingham, Vern Parsons, 

Sue Bernard, Cathy Bain, Char and Dale 

Matheny, Barbara McCord, Floyd Morris, 

Holly Vautier. 

If you know of someone who should 

be included in the monthly ongoing prayer 

list, or you yourself would like to be includ-

ed, please contact Pastor Michael (509-710-

3283).    

   

Join us each Wednesday during Advent at 

noon and again at 6 PM for small group 

devotions as we prepare our hearts for the 

coming of the Savior.  

Bring soup or other  dish to share a light 

meal before devotions. See you there!  



 

  

W.O.W. (Women of the Word) 
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 Join us at the church for a fun adult par-

ty! Wear your ugliest Christmas outfit! Bring a 

wrapped gift for a silly gift exchange. The gift 

can be a White Elephant gift suitable for either 

male or female. If you can’t find a White Ele-

phant gift at home (REALLY???)  and need to 

purchase a gift, please spend no more than $10.  

Bring a potluck dish to share!  

 This crazy party has become an eagerly 

anticipated event each Christmas Season. Plan to 

save Friday the 13th for an evening “gourmet” 

potluck meal, crazy gifts, ugly sweaters, and lots 

of laughter!   

UGLY SWEATER, CRAZY GIFT PARTY  and POTLUCK    

Friday 12/13/19  5 PM  

Mary Ann said the next project would 
be to place shrubs or trees on both 
sides of the driveway entrance into 
the parking lot off of Northern, per-
haps in December. 
 
 Interior  Karen brought 
sample of window films and paint 
colors for the groups to look to look 
at to cover the front windows of the 
church and painting banner sections 
and the front of the altar wall.  It is 
anticipated these will be a January 
projects. 
 
Monthly Activities at the Church   
In addition to planning activities, 
Donna P. mentioned that it has been 
suggested that the movie “The Drop 
Box” be shown with a discussion to 
follow.  After group discussion con-
cerning the dates and subjects of the 
program, the subject was tabled.  
Donna will check with Pastor Mi-
chael to see if there is a possibility to 
have the movie shown in February. 
 After the business discus-
sions, the group made corn-bead pins 
to symbolize the 5-kernels-of the- 

first-Thanksgiving story.    

W.O.W. (Women of the Word) met on 
Saturday, November 16th.  The meeting 
opened with a devotion and prayer.  
Subjects discussed were: Tamale mak-
ing and sales which Council had ap-
proved. The funds will be used to pay 
for improvements to the church land-
scaping and interior of the church.  Pre-
sales for the tamales will begin Novem-
ber 17th with distributions being made 
on December 15th  The women will 
discuss with Eneida what dates would be 
best to make the tamales.  
 Thanksgiving Gathering on 
November 26th, which will be planned 
by WOW.  
 Landscaping Yaa Guys!  The 
women had requested assistance from 
the men’s group in using the original 
cross that had been removed from the 
top of the church in the landscaping.  As 
it turned out Greg Jensen’s brother in 
law graciously constructed and donated 
a new metal cross to be installed at the 
northeastern corner of the Northern 
parking lot at the front of the church.. 
The old cross would be used on the 
church sign. The group was very 
thankful to Greg and the rest of the 
Men’s group for their assistance. It was 
certainly far beyond expectations! Eileen 
volunteered to research the cost of a 
solar light to place on top of the new 
cross after it is installed. 

Next WOW Meeting 

December 14  8 AM 

Let’s make tamales! 



  

Dec. 1       Caroline Prather 

Dec. 6       Donna Ferguson 

Dec. 10     Carolyn Krick 

Dec.  18     Pat Bingham 

Dec. 31     Pearl Redmon 

December  Celebrations 

Pastor Michael Birnbaum, Pastor Assis-
tant Eileen Pressler,  President Ken Bour-
lier, Vice-President Bob Pressler, Treasur-
er Arlene Allison, Mission Coordinator 
Rosie Freeman & Secretary Sharon Pe-
terson.  Meeting opened with prayer. 
Minutes from last meeting approved.  
 
Pastor’s Report: We have a need to have 
small groups during the week.  Looking 
into launching a pilot group in January.   
Beverly V will be leading a small support 
group for professional women.  This 
group is intended to provide support/
Bible Study/discussion for working wom-
en in the church who can’t be as in-
volved with WOW.  Paul George con-
cerns: we need to get regular visitors to 
him.  I was last there on Sept 28th.  Ken 
said he would like to go soon. John Cross 
proposal to do a starter package for 
$1000.  After discussing, Ken said he  

Living Word Council Minutes-Meeting Summary  10/15/19 
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Dec. 3 Glen and Sharon Peterson  

Dec. 30 Dale and Charlotte     

 Matheny 

 ●A Christmas Eve superstition says 

that farm and wild animals would 

kneel at midnight in honor of Jesus 

being born or that they could even 

talk! 

●From the mid 1640s until 1660 

Christmas was 'banned' in England, 

Wales and Scotland by the Puritans. 

They thought Christmas was wasteful 

and that it lead to lots of people eating 

and drinking too much. 

●A custom from the middle ages says 

that if you eat a mince pie on every 

day from Christmas to Twelfth Night 

(evening of the 5th January) you will 

have happiness for the next 12 

months! 

●Having a Mass at Midnight at Christmas 

dates back to the early church, when it was 

believed that Jesus was born at midnight, 

although there has never been any proof of 

this! Many churches have midnight services 

on Christmas Eve, although not every 

church will have a mass or communion as 

part of the service. 

●In the Southwest USA, there are some 
special customs which have some similari-
ties to those in parts of Mexico. These in-
clude 'luminarias' or 'farolitos' which are 
paper sacks partly filled with sand and then 
have a candle put in them. They are lit on 
Christmas Eve and are put the edges of 
paths. They represent 'lighting the way' for 
somewhere for Mary and Joseph to stay. A 
popular food is tamales.  

TIDBITS-DID YOU KNOW? 

would like to see a bigger growth in mem-
bers before we do this.  Maybe consider 
later next year.  
 
Pastor Assistant: Pastors next scheduled 
Sunday off is 10/27.  Pastor Kenneth Davis 
is scheduled for that Sunday.  
Reformation worship will be Sunday 
11/3, which is the closest to 10/31.  We 
are asking the congregation to submit 
name of family/friends that have passed 
away within the past year.  Thanksgiving 
Worship will be 11/24, with potluck to 
follow.  WOW is working on a evening 
worship (Tuesday 11/26) with pie fellow-
ship to follow.  Advent begins 12/1. It 
was decided to continue with mid-week 
advent small groups.  Council decided 
that we would like to have Christmas Eve 
service (6:30 pm- with Communion) We 
will schedule a church cleaning followed    

by Carpet Cleaning.  ChurchTrac did an update to 
their software.   
Financial Report approved. 
Mission Coordinator: We will be doing Thanksgiv-
ing/Christmas food boxes.  This will be a Thrivent 
project. Advice and Aid Tea is approaching.  Tickets 
are still available.  
Old Business: WOW reports Yard Sale proceeds of                        
$2,526.12 goes to the General Fund 
New Business:  Community Bulletin Board, ask the 
men to put it up.  This will be for community non-
faith based community events.  NO Sales infor-
mation.  Christmas Party?  Council approved for 
after Church on Sunday 12/15 with a crazy gift ex-
change, instead of potluck we will have pizza (free 
will donation)  
 
Next meeting November 5th at 1:30 pm  
Meeting was closed with Lord’s Prayer.    
Respectfully submitted by Sharon Peterson,  
   Secretary 



November 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

 

Sun 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 1st Sunday in 

Advent 

2 3 

10 Yoga 

4 8 Men’s Bible 

Study and Fel-

lowship 

12, 6 Advent 

Devotions 

5 6 7 10 Men’s Re-

covery Support 

 

8 2nd Sunday 

in Advent 

9 10 

10 Yoga 

1:30 Council 

meeting 

118 Men’s Bible 

Study and Fel-

lowship 

12, 6 Advent 

Devotions 

12 13 

5 Adult 

Christmas 

Party Pot-

luck and Gift 

Exchange 

14  8  Wow 

meeting for ta-

male making  

10 Men’s Recov-

ery Support 

15 3rd Sunday 

in Advent 

Tamales availa-

ble for pick-up-

WOW project 

16 17 

10 Yoga 

18 8 Men’s Bi-

ble Study and 

Fellowship 

12, 6 Advent 

Devotions 

19 20 21 10 Men’s 

Recovery Sup-

port 

22 4th Sunday 

in Advent 

23 24 No Yoga 

6:30 Christ-

mas Eve 

Worship 

25Merry 

Christmas! 

26 27 28 10 Men’s 

Recovery Sup-

port 

29 30 31 No Yoga     

December 2019 



 There is an old Mexican legend about how Poinsettias 

and Christmas come together, it goes like this: 

There was once a poor Mexican girl called Pepita who had no 

present to give the baby Jesus at the Christmas Eve Services. 

As Pepita walked to the chapel, sadly, her cousin Pedro tried to 

cheer her up. 

 “Pepita”, he said "I'm sure that even the smallest gift, 

given by someone who loves him will make Jesus Happy." 

Pepita didn't know what she could give, so she picked a small 

handful of weeds from the roadside and made them into a small 

bouquet. She felt embarrassed because she could only give this 

small present to Jesus. As she walked through the chapel to the 

altar, she remembered what Pedro had said. She began to feel 

better, knelt down and put the bouquet at the bottom of the na-

tivity scene. Suddenly, the bouquet of weeds burst into bright 

red flowers, and everyone who saw them were sure they had 

seen a miracle. From that day on, the bright red flowers were 

known as the 'Flores de Noche Buena', or 'Flowers of the Holy 

Night'.  

 The shape of the poinsettia flower and leaves are some-

times thought as a symbol of the Star of Bethlehem which led 

the Wise Men to Jesus. The red colored leaves symbolize the 

blood of Christ. The white leaves represent his purity. 

Poinsettias at Christmas    

Vision Statement 
 
Our vision is to be a welcoming, scripturally based 
community intentionally serving Christ through mis-
sions. 
 

Mission Statement  
 
Living and growing in faith together as a spirit filled 
church with the 

 
Word of God as our foundation and reaching out 
through missions showing the 

 
Love of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, to 
 
Create a hunger in others to embrace the Word of 
God, salvation through Jesus Christ and guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Worship-2570 Northern Ave. 

Mail-3880 Stockton Hill Road 103-300 

Kingman, Arizona 86409 

Phone: 928-753-5952 
 

Living Word Lutheran Church  

We’re on the web!  

www.livingwordkingman.com 
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