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November  Devotion- 

Thanksgiving:  
 Remembering God’s Gifts 

   Thanksgiving is a fasci-
nating holiday. I find it in-
teresting that in our culture 
which seems to be so ob-
sessed with acquiring more 
and more, that we actually 
set aside the time to culti-
vate thankfulness and grati-
tude. We actually set aside a 
whole day just to remind 
ourselves to be thankful for 
all that we have in our lives 
and to be satisfied with 
what we’ve been given. Of 
course, this spirit of thank-
fulness seems to dissipate as 
soon as it comes time to 
start lining up for all the 
Black Friday shopping 
deals, but that’s just the way 
it is. 
   This shows us that we 
have to be intentional about 
cultivating thankfulness and 
gratitude. It’s really easy to 
forget to be thankful. It’s 
easy to take for granted eve-
rything that we have in this 
life, because when it’s al-
ways there, we stop seeing 
it, it fades into the back-
ground. We forget what a 
blessing it is to have some-
thing as amazing as electric-
ity in our homes until the 
power goes out! 
   We as Christians are  
uniquely positioned to prac-
tice the kind of thankfulness 
that Thanksgiving is about. 
When we take the time to 
take stock of all that we 

have, we have this impulse 
to be thankful. But being 
thankful doesn’t quite make 
sense if there’s nobody to 
thank.  
   As Psalm 95 says, “Let us 
come before him with 
thanksgiving and extol him 
with music and song. For 
the Lord is the great God, 
the great King above all 
gods. In his hand are the 
depths of the earth, and the 
mountain peaks belong to 
him. The sea is his, for he 
made it, and his hands 
formed the dry land.” 
   We worship the God 
who’s created everything, 
even all of us. We are God’s 
creatures and everything 
that we have, even our very 
existence, comes from Him. 
   This same Jesus who 
brought us into God’s peo-
ple has also died and risen 
again from the dead so that 
we might have new life for-
ever with him, so that our 
sins may be forgiven and we 
may be reconciled with God 
and one another. And Jesus 
also promises to send his 
followers the Holy Spirit 
who is our comforter and 
helper in prayer to God. 
   God’s gifts weren’t only 
given when Jesus was walk-
ing on this earth. We don’t 
have to wait until we die to 
enjoy God’s gifts. God con-
tinues to lavish his spiritual 
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gifts through various 
means. We have been 
given the Word of God 
through the scriptures. 
We’ve been given bap-
tism, where we’re adopt-
ed into God’s family. 
We’ve been given the 
Lord’s Supper where we 
receive Jesus’ own body 
and blood to eat and drink 
so that we might be con-
tinually nourished by his 
life and forgiveness. Fi-
nally, we’re given absolu-
tion, the privilege to hear 
in your very ears that God 
has forgiven your sins 
and despite whatever you 
may feel, he no longer 
holds any of them against 
you.    
   All of these innumerable 
spiritual riches have been 
lavished upon us freely by 
God. And at no point have 
we deserved or earned any 
of it, but it’s all been given 
to us freely as a gift. God 
lavishes these gifts upon us 
because that’s just the kind 
of God he is. 
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Special points of in-

terest: 

• Celebration of Life-Paul 

George  Pg. 2 

• Yoga begins Pg.3 

• Thanksgiving worship 

plans  Pg. 4-5 

• Thanksgiving Humor Pg. 

5 

Adapted from a Lutheran 

Pub  internet article by Vr. 

Kendall Davis, 11/2018 



11/3 Romans 3:19-28, Psalm 23, 

John 14:1-7 

11/10  2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17, 

Psalm 17:1-9, Luke 19: 1-10 

11/17  2 Thessalonians 3:6-13, 

Psalm 98, Luke 21:5-19 

11/24 Colossians 1:11-20, Psalm 46,  

Luke 23: 33-43 

 

year.  This means this is the perfect 
time to invite that friend neighbor, 
family member to our Thanksgiving 
Sunday (Nov. 24) and amazing pot-
luck as well as Tuesday Nov. 26 at 
6:30 pm. for “Thanksgiving devo-
tions and pie”, as well as THIS Sun-
day’s (Nov.3) special service to cele-
brate Reformation, All Saints, and 
Paul George’s life.   And, of course, 
food afterwards.  Wear RED! 

   Pastor Michael 

 WOW!  Did I get a surprise this morn-
ing (Wed. Oct 30 as I write this).   I re-
turned Tuesday night after working in 
Miami for several days –still hot and 
muggy there, then stepped out the door 
to go to Men’s Group today with my 
short sleeve shirt on and could not be-
lieve the temp indicator in my truck – 27 
degrees!  Yep, the seasons change and so 

do the “seasons” of the Church.  I’m 

looking forward to a busy Fall at Living 
Word as we get into the active part of the 

November Scriptures    Prayer Requests 

From Pastor Michael 
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provided by W.O.W.  

 As we pin on our name tags 

lovingly made by Paul, we will 

miss his ready jokes and stories and 

his smiling face in the front row of 

worship. 

 “Jesus said..I am the resur-

rection and the life. Whoever be-

lieves in me, though he die, yet shall 

he live.”  John 11:25 

On Sunday, November 3 we will be 

honoring All Saints Sunday as well 

as remembering the life of our 

brother in Christ Paul George. On 

October 17, 2019, Paul passed away 

in Las Vegas after a long illness  

Members of Paul’s family are plan-

ning on being with us for worship. 

Following  worship plan to join us 

for a special fellowship luncheon 

All Saint’s Sunday and Celebration of Life for Paul George  11/3/19 

For continuing comfort and healing 

Carolyn Krick, Lelanie Exbom, Donna 

Kowalske, Pat Bingham, Vern Parsons, 

Sue Bernard, Cathy Bain, Char and Dale 

Matheny, Barbara McCord, Floyd Morris, 

family of Paul George as they mourn his 

passing. 

If you know of someone who should 

be included in the monthly ongoing prayer 

list, or you yourself would like to be includ-

ed, please contact Pastor Michael (509-710-

3283).    

“ Surely your goodness and love will follow me  all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the  Lord forever.”  Psalm 23:6 

Paul Eugene George 

Jan. 12,1936-Oct. 17, 2019 



      Studies show that prac-
tice of yoga may:  

• Ease stress and promote 
relaxation  

• Relieve anxiety  

• May reduce inflamma-
tion 

Have you tried yoga yet?? 

 Beginning Tuesday,     

November 5, Living Word Yogi 

Donna Ferguson will be leading 

free yoga classes at church on 

Tuesday mornings at 10 AM. 

Classes will be combination  

chair/mat practice and last ap-

proximately 1 hour.  Both men 

and women are welcome! 

 

 

Yoga anyone? 

jects of landscaping, interior im-
provements and church activities 
will be presented to Council for 
approval.   
  
 W.O.W. will plan and 
host a Thanksgiving Gathering 
on Tuesday, 11/26, at 6:30 p.m. 
which will include devotions, 
prayers and songs of praise.  (see 
pg. 5 for more information!) A 
pie fellowship will follow.  All 
members are requested to bring a 
pie for the fellowship.  The pub-
lic will also be invited to attend. 
  
 

 The Women Of the 
Word (W.O.W.) group met on 
Saturday, October 19th at the 
church to discuss several work 
projects and a special Thanks-
giving Gathering.   
  
 The September tamale 
making project for the bake sale 
raised $187 which was donated 
to the church through the yard 
sale proceeds. W.O.W. will also 
request permission from Council 
to pre-sale tamales for the holi-
days with the funds to be used 
for church improvements that 
W.O.W. is suggesting.  The pro-

W.O.W. (Women of the Word) 

Thanksgiving Baskets will be 

delivered after church on 11/24. 

We will also need help packing 

the food baskets and delivering 

them. Sign up sheets for the ex-

tra food needed will be coming 

soon. Thank you in advance for 

helping with this annual Living 

Word Mission Project!  
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 Thrivent again will be 

sponsoring purchase of meat for 

Thanksgiving and Christmas 

Food Baskets. If you know of 

an individual or a family who 

could use  some extra help at 

Thanksgiving or Christmas, 

please let Rosie Freeman, Liv-

ing Word Mission Coordinator, 

or any Council member know. 

We will need  their name, ad-

dress and phone number. The  

 



  

Nov. 1 Sharon Peterson 

Nov. 6 Rosie Freeman 

Nov. 9 Gordon Everling 

Nov. 13 Tieg Masterson 

Nov. 15  Carol Nichols 

Nov. 22  Ron Redmon 

November  Celebrations 

Present: President Ken Bourlier, Treasurer 
Arlene Allison, Pastor Assistant Eileen Press-
ler., Secretary Sharon Peterson and Pastor 
Michael Birnbaum, Excused; Mission Coor-
dinator Rosie Freeman, Vice-President Bob 
Pressler 
 
Meeting opened with prayer. August  minutes 
approved.  
 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Michael Birnbaum   
KEMA ‘Saturate’ project.  Going door to 
door with a packet of information to invite to 
our church.  Would like us to consider joining 
in this project.  Looking at starting adult edu-
cation and house churches.  
 
Pastor Assistant:  Eileen Pressler Home-
coming 9/8: Good attendance.  We had the 1st 
Children’s time during worship and every-
thing went well.   
To promote the yard sales, flyers for yard sale 
being posted at different businesses.  
Would like to plan for a movie night for  

Living Word Council Minutes-Meeting Summary  9/10/19 
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October, either at church or out.  Eileen 
will check with the theatres to see if there 
are any Christian movies coming out soon.   
The church computer crashed.  Bob will 
be looking at this and Ken gave Eileen a 
business card for a computer tech.   
 
President’s Report:  Ken Bourlier 
Building a new cross for the front of the 
church.  It will be done and put up prior to 
the yard sale.  
 
Financial Report:  Arlene Allison 
Reviewed this month’s financial report. 
Sharon will help in creating a new spread-
sheet for designated income/expense 
worksheet.  Council approved. 
 
Old Business:  
New thermostat lock boxes have been 
installed. 
New pots/soil were purchased ($150) and 
Mary Ann Mallory assisted Pastor    

Michael in transplanting the palms.   
 
Eileen gave an update on the yard sale.  The 
men’s group will be putting up the yard sale 
sign.  After church this coming Sunday the 
chairs will be moved and tables set up.  The 
men will be picking up any items for the 
yard sale on Wednesday.   
 
New Business: 
The outside sign needs to be updated.  
WOW is investigating several projects to 
update interior/exterior of the church.  
Would financing be available?   After dis-
cussing council feels that we would need 
more details before answering.   
 

Next meeting: Tuesday October 15th at 
11:30 am  
Meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.   
Respectfully submitted Sharon Peterson, 
Secretary 

  

No November  

Anniversaries! 

 Even though many of us will have 
turkey again later in the week, a 
special, very festive Thanksgiving/
turkey potluck after church on the 
Sunday before Thanksgiving has 
become a much loved Living Word 
Annual tradition!  

 We realize there are 
those in our church who other-
wise may not have a thanksgiving 

dinner/celebration.  Its also an 
opportunity for members to 
reach out to their neighbors 
who may  not otherwise have a 
thanksgiving dinner.  

 So dig out your  family tra-

ditional Thanksgiving recipes for 

this special potluck following wor-

ship on November 24. Gather with 

your church family to enjoy a deli-

cious Thanksgiving meal as we cel-

ebrate God's faithfulness in our 

lives and in our church! 

"I will give thanks to you, LORD, 

with all my heart; I will tell of all 

your wonderful deeds." Psalm 9:1 

SAVE THE DATE! NOVEMBER 24 FOLLOWING WORSHIP! 



Pastor Michael-isms! 

 

TIDBITS  
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On Tuesday,  

November 26th,  

at 6:30 in the evening, 

W.O.W. will host a  

Thanksgiving Gathering of  

 devotions, prayers and 
song followed by a  

fellowship of  

pie and coffee. 

Plan to take time out of your 
busy preparations for the 
“official” Thanksgiving Day 
complete with football! 

Mark your calendar, invite 
your family, friends and neigh-
bors to join us in this quiet Pre
-Thanksgiving time of grati-
tude and praise of our Lord for 
all the blessings we have     
received. 

Pre-Thanksgiving Evening Worship and Fellowship 

A little Thanksgiving Humor! 



In November, 2009, Billy Graham released a special 

Thanksgiving prayer for our nation. It is very appropri-

ate for November, 2019 as well! 

Our Father and Our God,   

 We praise You for Your goodness to our 

nation, giving us blessings far beyond what we de-

serve. Yet we know all is not right with America. 

We deeply need a moral and spiritual renewal to 

help us meet the many problems we face. Convict 

us of sin. Help us to turn to You in repentance and 

faith. Set our feet on the path of Your righteousness 

and peace. We pray today for our nation's leaders. 

Give them the wisdom to know what is right, and 

the courage to do it. You have said, "Blessed is the 

nation whose God is the Lord." May this be a new 

era for America, as we humble ourselves and 

acknowledge You alone as our Savior and Lord. 

This we pray in Your holy name, Amen.  

                                  --- Billy Graham 

A Prayer for Thanksgiving 

Vision Statement 
 
Our vision is to be a welcoming, scripturally based 
community intentionally serving Christ through mis-
sions. 
 

Mission Statement  
 
Living and growing in faith together as a spirit filled 
church with the 

 
Word of God as our foundation and reaching out 
through missions showing the 

 
Love of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, to 
 
Create a hunger in others to embrace the Word of 
God, salvation through Jesus Christ and guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Worship-2570 Northern Ave. 

Mail-3880 Stockton Hill Road 103-300 

Kingman, Arizona 86409 

Phone: 928-753-5952 
 

Living Word Lutheran Church  

We’re on the web!  

www.livingwordkingman.com 


