
 

 

 

 

PASTORAL GREETING 
A very Blessed Christmas to all who come to worship the Christ Child! 

Our worship service this evening is a service of light – celebrating the coming of the Light of 
Christ coming into our world.  Candles, scripture readings, carols and songs all combine to 
witness to the beauty and awe of this Holy Night. 
 
INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP (please rise as you are able) 
P: We are called together to worship this evening in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen! 
P. Rejoice, for God is with us -- Emmanuel. 
C. In the darkness of our world shines God's holy light. 
P. Now there is reason to hope, to love, to laugh, to live. 
C. God is truly with us. We are not alone. 
ALL. Thanks be to God! 
 
OPENING CAROL  “O Come all Ye Faithful”  
 
EVENING PRAYER 
P.  The Lord be with you.  C. And also with you.   P. Let us pray,  
C. Gracious God, with joy and thanksgiving we gather as your people. We have come to 
hear again the timeless story of Christ's birth. In the excitement of this night, quiet our 
hearts that we may know the peace and fullness of this holy time. Shine, O Light, in the 
darkness of our world. Sing, O angels, in the stillness of our hearts, "Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among those God favors."  This we pray in the name of the 
Child of Bethlehem. Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
 

 The Lighting of the Prophesy Candle   Isaiah 9:2, 6-7, John 1:1-5 
 

Carol: “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  
 

The Lighting of the Shepherds Candle  Luke 2: 8 – 12, 15 
 

Carol: “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”   
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The Lighting of the John the Baptist Candle   John 1: 6-9 
 

Carol: “The First Noel”   
 

The Lighting of the Angels Candle   Luke 2: 13-14 
 

Carol: “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”   
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle   John 1:1, 14  (Please rise as you are able) 
After Christ Candle is lighted:  
All. Everlasting Father we are gathered this night to praise and thank you for Your gift of 

the Prince of Peace, Wonderful Counselor, Almighty God, Emmanuel -- God with us!   
 

THE CHRISTMAS CREED  
P. We believe in Jesus Christ and in the beauty of the Gospel begun in Bethlehem. 
C. We believe in the One whose spirit glorified a little town; and whose spirit still brings 
music to persons all over the world, in towns both large and small. 
P. We believe in the One for whom the crowded inn could find no room, and we confess 
that our heart still sometimes wants to exclude Christ from our life today. 
C. We believe in the One who the rulers of the earth ignored and the proud could never 
understand; whose life was among common people; whose welcome came from persons 
of hungry hearts. 
P.  We believe in the One who proclaimed the love of God to be invincible: 
C. We believe in the One whose cradle was a mother's arms, whose modest home in 
Nazareth had love for its only wealth, who looked at persons and made them see what 
God's love saw in them, who by love brought sinners back to purity, and lifted human 
weakness up to meet the strength of God. 
P. We confess our ever-lasting need of God: 
C.  The need of forgiveness for our selfishness and greed, the need of new life for empty 
souls, the need of love for hearts grown cold. 
P.  We believe in God who gives us the best of Himself. 
C. We believe in Jesus, the Son of the living God, born in Bethlehem this night, for us and 
for the world. Amen 

(Please be seated) 
Carol: “Mary Did You Know”      
 
A CHRISTMAS MEDITATION:    Pastor Michael Birnbaum 
  
CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING PRAYER  (please rise as you are able) 
P. The Lord be with you.   C. And also with you.   P. Let us pray: 
C. God of great wonders, we join with you in the joy of this season of giving, You gave us a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. You give us life and breath; You fill the world with beauty, 



our hands with bounty, and our hearts with the desire to give. Accept these gifts and 
ourselves in service always, in every season. Amen. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION  
P. The Lord be with you. C. And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts. C. We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P. It is indeed right and salutary…….we praise your name and join their unending 
proclamation:  C. (singing)   Holy, holy, holy, 
                                     My heart, my heart adores you! 
                                     My heart is glad to say, the words: 
                                     You are holy, Lord! 
Communion Prayer, Consecration of Elements, Lord’s Prayer  
 
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE (please rise as you are able)   

Thank the Lord and sing His praise 
tell ev-ery-one what He has done 
Let all who seek the Lord re-joice 

and proud-ly bear His name. 
He re-calls His prom-is-es 

and leads His pe-ople forth in joy 
With shouts of thanks-giv-ing 

Al-le-lu-ia, Al-le-lu-ia. 
 

(Please be seated) 

THE PASSING OF THE LIGHT   
As you pass the flame, do not tip the burning candle.  

Tip the unlit candle toward the flame. 
 

CAROL: “Away in a Manger”, “Silent Night” (please rise as you are able)   
 

Please extinguish flame when music ends.  
Hold candle upright until wax has cooled. Thank you! 

 
BENEDICTION  
P. Go now in wonder. Go to bring light to those in darkness, joy to those who can find no 

joy. Go with the songs of angels in your ears, and the love of God in your hearts. Go and 

spread the word-the babe of Bethlehem is born for all.   

P. Pastoral Blessing    
 
CAROL: “Joy to the World” 

P. Go in peace! Serve the God of Light and hope!  C:  Thanks be to God.  Amen! 
 



May you have a peaceful, joyful and blessed Christmas with God at the center of all your 

activities as you celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Merry Christmas! 

The Season of Christmas continues! 

Join us for worship next Sunday, December 27, 2020 at 10 AM 

 
  

O Come All Ye Faithful 
O come all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem 
Come and behold Him, Born the King of angels 

Chorus  O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord 

Highest, Most Holy, Light of light eternal 
Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes 
Son of the Father, now in flesh appearing 
 Chorus 
Sing choirs of angels, Sing in exultation 
Sing all ye citizens of heav'n above 
Glory to God In the highest 
 Chorus 
Yea Lord we greet Thee, Born this happy morning 
Jesus to Thee be glory giv'n 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing 
 Chorus 
 
CCLI Song # 31054 C. Frederick Oakeley | John Francis Wade © 
Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain  CCLI License # 
11075449 

 
 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem  
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight 
 
For Christ is born of Mary  
And gathered all above while mortals sleep 
The angels keep their watch of wondering love 
O morning stars together proclaim the holy birth 
And praises sing to God the King 
And peace to men on earth 
 
 
CCLI Song # 27879 Lewis Henry Redner | Phillips Brooks © Words: 
Public Domain Music: Public Domain CCLI License # 11075449 
 



 
  

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear  
It came upon the midnight clear,  
That glorious song of old 
From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold 
Peace on the earth good will to men 
From heaven's all gracious King 
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the 
angels sing 
 
Still thro' the cloven skies they come 
With peaceful wings unfurled 
And still their heavenly music floats 
O'er all the weary world 
Above its sad and lowly plains 
They bend on hovering wing 
And ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed 
angels sing 
 
And ye beneath life's crushing load 
Whose forms are bending low 
Who toil along the climbing way 
With painful steps and slow 
Look now for glad and golden hours 
Come swiftly on the wing 
O rest beside the weary road and hear the 
angels sing 
 
For lo the days are hastening on 
By prophet seen of old 
When with the ever-circling years 
Comes round the age of gold 
When peace shall over all the earth 
Its ancient splendors fling 
And the whole world send back the song 
Which now the angels sing 
 
CCLI Song # 31078 Edmund Hamilton Sears | Richard Storrs 
Willis © Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain  CCLI 
License # 11075449 

 
 

The First Noel 
The first Noel the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter's night that was so deep 
 Chorus  Noel Noel Noel Noel 
 Born is the King of Israel 
They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the east beyond them far 
And to the earth it gave great light 
And so it continued both day and night 
 Chorus 
And by the light of that same star 
Three wise men came from country far 
To seek for a king was their intent 
And to follow the star wherever it went 
 Chorus 
 
CCLI Song # 31047 © Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain 
CCLI License # 11075449 

 



 

  

Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
Hark the herald angels sing,  
Glory to the newborn King 
Peace on earth and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled 
Joyful all ye nations rise,  
Join the triumph of the skies 
With th'angelic hosts proclaim,  
Christ is born in Bethlehem 
 Chorus Hark the herald angels sing 
 Glory to the newborn King 
Christ by highest heav'n adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord 
Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of the Virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,  
Hail th'incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with men to dwell,  
Jesus our Emmanuel 
 Chorus 
Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness 
Light and life to all He brings,  
Ris'n with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by,  
Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth,  
Born to give them second birth 
 Chorus 
Come Desire of nations come,  
Fix in us Thy humble home 
Rise the woman’s conquering seed 
Bruise in us the serpent’s head,  
Adam’s likeness now efface 
Stamp Thine image in its place,  
Second Adam from above 
Reinstate us in Thy love 
 Chorus 
 
CCLI Song # 27738 Charles Wesley | Felix Mendelssohn-
Bartholdy © Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain  
CCLI License # 11075449 

 

 

 

 

Mary Did You Know 
Mary did you know that your baby boy 
Would one day walk on water 
Mary did you know that your baby boy 
Would save our sons and daughters 
Did you know that your baby boy 
Has come to make you new 
This Child that you delivered 
Will soon deliver you 
 
Mary did you know that your baby boy 
Would give sight to the blind man 
Mary did you know that your baby boy 
Would calm a storm with His hand 
Did you know that your baby boy 
Has walked where angels trod 
And when you kiss your little baby 
You've kissed the face of God 
Oh Mary did you know 
 
The blind will see, the deaf will hear 
The dead will live again 
The lame will leap, the dumb will speak 
The praises of the Lamb 
 
Oh Mary did you know that your baby boy 
Is Lord of all creation 
Mary did you know that your baby boy 
Will one day rule the nations 
Did you know that your baby boy 
Is heaven's perfect Lamb 
And the sleeping Child you're holding 
Is the great I Am 
 
CCLI Song # 839225 Buddy Greene | Mark Lowry © 1991, 1993 
Rufus Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Word Music, LLC 
(Admin. by Word Entertainment, LLC) CCLI License # 11075449 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silent Night  
Silent night holy night 
All is calm all is bright 
'Round yon virgin mother and child 
Holy infant so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
 
Silent night holy night 
Shepherds quake at the sight 
Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heav'nly hosts sing alleluia 
Christ the Savior is born 
Christ the Savior is born 
 
Silent night holy night 
Son of God love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace 
Jesus Lord at Thy birth 
Jesus Lord at Thy birth 
  
CCLI Song # 27862 Franz Xaver Gruber | John Freeman 
Young | Joseph Mohr © Words: Public Domain  
Music: Public Domain CCLI License # 11075449 

 

Joy to the World  
Joy to the world the Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King 
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room 
And heav'n and nature sing 
And heav'n and nature sing 
And heav'n and heav'n and nature sing 
 
Joy to the earth the Savior reigns 
Let men their songs employ 
While fields and floods 
Rocks hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat repeat the sounding joy 
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found 
Far as the curse is found 
Far as far as the curse is found 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders, wonders of His love 

 

CCLI Song # 24016 George Frideric Handel | Isaac 
Watts © Words: Public Domain Music: Public 
Domain CCLI License # 11075449 

 

Away in a Manger  
Away in a manger no crib for a bed 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay 
 
The cattle are lowing the Baby awakes 
But little Lord Jesus no crying He makes 
I love Thee Lord Jesus look down from the sky 
And stay by my cradle 'til morning is nigh 
 
Be near me Lord Jesus I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me I pray 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care 
And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there 
 
CCLI Song # 38583 James Ramsey Murray | John Thomas 
McFarland | Martin Luther © Words: Public Domain  Music: 
Public Domain CCLI License # 11075449 

 


